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Hello East Ridge Suns,
Happy New Year!

| hope you all had a restful Winter Break, becatsemonth is full of PTA
activities and programs. We are excited for th&-kitf of High School
Musical Jr. School Play practice. Our East Ridgelehts and parent
volunteers put a HUGE amount of time into rehearsalstumes, props,
and sound crew. We want you to know we are so podydu. Save the
date now! The March™and 18 performance tickets are sure to be wor
gold.

We also look forward to our annual Spelling BeesTis a super fun and
positive environment for all our budding spellingebchamps. Read on fo
more information.

In addition to our programs, East Ridge PTA is mvepared to fulfill our
Library and Staff Grants. The funds from these tgavill directly benefit
every student at East Ridge Elementary, purchdsmogs and classroom
supplies.

Finally, | hope you will consider joining us forbaief PTA General
Meeting, this Tuesday morning (1/10) from 9-9:30iarthe PTA Room.
Refreshments and coffee will be provided after ghisrt business meeting
Keep reading for info on all this and more!

Sincerely,

Sign up to receive the PTA Newsletter!
Angela Van Lierop Justclick here

PTA President
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Time to Spell! z\

Registration forms will be sent home via kid-

mail. Forms are also available to print out ‘
online at www.erpta.org/spelling.html . \
Completed forms should be returned to your

child’s teacher. This website will also provide the rules and
a practice word list. We look forward to seeing another
great crop of East Ridge Spellers this year!

1st & 2nd Grade Bee — Wednesday, January 11th
3rd & 4th Grade Bee — Wednesday, January 18th
5th & 6th Grade Bee — Wednesday, January 25th

All Bees will be held in the East Ridge Library and will
begin at 3:15pm.

Registration deadlines for the Bees are January 10t  h
for 1st/2nd Graders, January 16th for 3rd/4th Grade s,
and January 23rd for 5th/6th Graders.

Questions?
Contact PTA Spelling Bee Coordinator Mary Mulkins via
email at spellingbhee@erpta.org
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SAVE THE DATE — JUMP ROPE FOR HEART

OnWednesday, February 15th, from 3:15-4:30all East Ridge students are
welcome to join us in the gym for our second anduahp Rope For Heart,
sponsored by the East Ridge PTA. We will be jumgorgun from 3:15 p.m.
until 4:30. Pre- registration form will be comihgme in February.

New to jump rope? EXCELLENT! Mrs. Lucke will beatghing jump rope
lessons in P.E. class starting in February. Newppnawill have a great
foundation and a fun place to practice with theeotids. The Jump Rope For
Heart is self paced jumping and hoola hoops witltipia stations for each
child to rotate through. We hope both the expedt @@wbie jumpers will all
find the experience fun and rewarding.

Am East Ridge PTA will be
erican Heart )E acceptingax deductible
Association ” JU P RmPE donationsfor the

American Heart
Association; howevelO
donation is required to

participate. If you would
mmm like to make a donation,
you can donate either by
@[:B&m check or via the internet. If
you would like to donate
by check, please make the check out to: Americaarttfessociation. Checks
are accepted at anytime, however, it would be ajged if you can return the

check on the day of the event, February 15, 20BEZAamember will be
available to receive your donation.

Learn and Live H)R I-IEAR

East Ridge PTA is proud to help bring this everitést Ridge Elementary.
Would you like to volunteer on the day? Or havedtjioas please contact:
Margaret Hughes Jump Rope for Heart Chair

425-788-5470 vpfundraising@erpta.org or

East Ridge P.E. teacher Nan Lucke 425-408-4415 tucke @nsd.org
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Pizza Night Fundraiser this Wednesday, January 18th

It's the easiest fundraiser ever! How?

1. Order Pizza from Sahara Pizza in Duval
on Weds, Jan 18th
2. Turn in the fundraiser flier with your ord

It's that easy! For every order received fro
our East Ridge families, the East Ridge PT.
will receive $3. This offer is good for both
take out and delivery orders. As a bonus, t
class with the most pizza orders at the end oféae will get a pizza party courtesy
of Sahara Pizza! Look for the fundraiser flier @gnhome in kid mail that Wednes
day. Didn't get a flier? No problem! Just print out the attached flier, write in
the date and the teacher's name!

Look for future Pizza Nights coming on the followikVednesday's!

Feb 15th, March 21st, April 11th, May 16thJune 13th

| 1
For Every Order Received on Wednesday, .

Sahara Pizza will donate $3 10 PAST RIDGE ELEMENTARY PTA!
Give this slip to your delivery driver so your order is counted! |
{

$3 for Teacher’s Namels) ) $3 for
' East Ridge East Ridge

IR B Sagy 3 SAEE U IS N I F B T S §F S O S W S O B P B N MR W M W e 6 S

Class with most pizza orders gets a pizza party!
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Make Your Shopping Count For Our Kids!

Do you shop online? Do you shop at Safeway? Aresygiied up for eScrip? It's
free and a great way to help earn money for EadjdRPTA. Every dollar that is
raised is one more dollar towards helping our child East Ridge PTA hopes to
raise over $5000 with the help of you and eScrign 8p today by going to
www.escrip.com and reference daroup Name: East Ridge Elementary PTA
andGroup ID: 8562022when you sign up. (Call 1-800-Safeway if you neeérid
your Safeway Club Card number). You can also regigiur credit/debit cards as

well.

Tired of going to the store?
Shop through the eScrip Online Mall

Purchases made at stores ePLE, Amazon,

REI, Nordstrom’s, Macy's and others can also
generate a donation. Once you have signed up,
you are finished. Each time you use your Safeway
Club Card, shop online via the Online Mall or

your debit/cards at participating merchants, eScrip
donates money to East Ridge PTA.

eScrip Online Mall: https://secure.escrip.com/jsp/
group/onlinemall/groupmallredir.jsp?
gid=8562022 - You shop, East Ridge earns!

Since the beginning of the 2011 school year,
through November 2011 East Ridge families have
earned ER PTA $2704.59. Thank YOU for all the
support!
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Next General Meeting — January 18, 9-9:30 am in Room 11

We will host a brief General Meeting Tuesday,
January 10. This 30 minute meeting will consisg
of the election of our Nominating Committee, \\
Treasurer’s Report, and a discussion on ht
ERPTA can encourage and recognize stude’
volunteerism. Please join us for coffee and a lig
breakfast. All members are

encouraged to attend!

Nominating Committee Nominations Needed!

"The charge of the Nominating Committee is to rezgand recruit the most
gualified people available for the PTA positiortasithe most important committee
in PTA. Having qualified people step into leadepsbositions in a local unit, coun-
cil, region or at the state level will ensure sussér many years into the future. The
work of this committee is paramount to fulfillingranission as PTAs." — Washington
State PTA Leader’s Handbook.

We are in the process of collecting nominationgterNominating Committee. Any
member qualifies for this position. This committed be tasked with nominating
next year’s officers for election (or re-electiom)April.

Nominating Committee elections will take place at danuary 1D PTA General
Meeting (9-9:30 am in Room 11). Please contact fnye (president@erpta.oyg
for more info or to make a nomination.

ERPTA and Student Volunteerism

Your ERPTA Board wishes to discuss ways to encaueagl recognize student
volunteerism in our community. Do you have ideafiow to recognize our student
volunteers? Do you have children who are frequentraunity volunteers? Please
plan to attend the January™LBTA General Meeting (9-9:30 am in Room 11) to join
this discussion.
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Legislation News —
The Washington Supreme Court Issues Its Opinion ithe McCleary Case
Kirsten Taniguchi, Legislation Chair

On Thursday, January 5th, the Washington

Supreme Court issued its long awaited opinion <g e

on K-12 education funding. Although the nearly

80-page opinion will take some time to digest, -
near the end of the ruling you can find the

court’s holding:

“Article IX, section 1 of the Washington State Coigion makes it the paramount
duty of the State to amply provide for the edugatball children within its

borders. This duty requires the State to provide@portunity for every child to gain
the knowledge and skills outlined in Seattle Schaistrict, ESHB 1209, and the
EALRs. The legislature must develop a basic edocgirogram geared toward
delivering the constitutionally required educatiand it must fully fund that program
through regular and dependable tax sources.

The State has failed to meet its duty under artX]esection 1 by consistently
providing school districts with a level of resows¢hat falls short of the actual costs
of the basic education program. The legislatucemdy enacted sweeping reforms to
remedy the deficiencies in the funding system,iargdcurrently making progress
toward phasing in those reforms. We defer to éggslature’'s chosen means of
discharging its article IX, section 1 duty, but fhdiciary will retain jurisdiction over
thecase....

This case represents the most significant actiothéyudiciary in the last forty years
on the issue of state funding for K-12 educatibgol are interested in reading the

court’s opinion, you can find it herkttp://www.courts.wa.gov/opinions/index.cfm?
fa=opinions.recent
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PTA Calendar

January

10th - East Ridge PTA General Meeting Room 11, 9:00 -9:30am

10th - East Ridge PTA Board Meeting Room 11, 9:45-1 1:30am

11th - Spelling Bee 1st & 2nd Grade, Library 3:15pm

16th - No School

18th - Spelling Bee 3rd & 4th Grade, Library 3:15pm

18th - Pizza Night Fundraiser

20th - East Ridge Spirit Day and Popcorn Friday

23rd - Northshore Council PTA Meeting, Northshore A dmin Office, 7:00pm
24th - Sunshine Welcome Committee, New Parent Coffe e, 9-10am, RM 11

February

15th - Jump Rope For Heart , East Ridge Gym, 3:15-4 :30pm

Sign up to receive the PTA Newsletter!
Justclick here
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Kirsten Taniguchi 844-4479
advocacy@erpta.org
Julie Amer 408-2722
artdocent@erpta.org
Mary Pat Seeman 908-7088
asap@erpta.or
Janet Beachem 844-0190
library@erpta.org
Janet Beachem 844-0190
boxtops@erpta.org
Laura Larsen
laura@greenjem.com
Laura Blaskovich
Nancy Nygren 844-1196
directory@erpta.org
Lisa Hall 788-2120
directory adverts@erpta.org
Laura Blaskovich 286-6567
Margaret Hughes 788-5470
emergencyprep@erpta.org
Margaret Hughes 788-5470

escrip@erpta.or

COMMITTEES continued on next page...



Financial Review:

Field Day:

Friends of
the Library:

Historian/Yearbook:

Hospitality:

Ice Cream Social:

Membership:

Nominating
Committee:

Newsletter:

Playground
Volunteers:

Popcorn Friday:

Reflections:

School Play:

School
Beautification:

Spelling Bee:

Staff Appreciation:

Sunshine Welcome

(New Families):

Website:

Welcome Back
Celebration:

...COMMITTEES Continued

Collene Burns
colleneburns@hotmail.com
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rzortega@yahoo.com
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fieldday@erpta.org

Janet Beachem
library@erpta.or

Nancy Nygren
yearbook@erpta.org

April Herrboldt
hospitality@erpta.org

Heidi Springer
heidispringer@comcast.net

Maureen Wilson
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OPEN—See President or
nominate @erpta.org

Tamara Dowd
newsletter@erpta.org

OPEN—See President or
playground@erpta.org

April Herrboldt or
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OPEN—See VP Programs or
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Julie Vandehey
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Heidi Springer
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Mary Mulkins
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Jessica Smith
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Denise Nicholson
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