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Monday, September 7, 2009 

 

President’s Message 
Denise Nicholson, PTA President 
 
Welcome to the start of another great year at East Ridge!  We have interesting 
events and enrichment classes planned for the year. Please check 
www.erpta.org anytime. 
 
Thank you to all those people who signed up to volunteer at the Welcome Back 
Coffee. We had a good response and we appreciate your commitment.  A big 
thank you to Heidi Springer for organizing the Welcome Back Coffee.  Great 
job, Heidi! 
 
Like me, I am sure you are thinking about Mrs. Murphy and I would like to 
remind you that you may drop off cards or other notes of goodwill to the office 
and they will pass it onto her. The PTA sent her a bouquet of flowers last week 
on everyone’s behalf. There is also a card in the office if you want to sign it.  It 
will be there until Wednesday afternoon. 
 
We still need to fill a few more PTA chair positions: ASAP (After School Arts), 
Classic Books, Reflections (kids’ artwork program) and Hospitality. We also 
need a person to advise on and set up an online system that we can use for 
communicating with our PTA members. Please contact me at 
president@erpta.org. 
 
Finally, if you haven’t already, please remember to join the PTA – fill out the 
membership form at www.erpta.org and return it, with your check, to your 
child’s teacher. We are aiming to increase our membership substantially this 
year. Thank you! 
 
 

Membership 
Why should I join the East Ridge PTA? 
 
• PTA provides a venue for parents to participate and contribute to student 

success. 
• Joining PTA is an action that shows support of schools, teachers and 

children, and a belief that collectively, we can make a difference!  
• PTA provides the opportunity to serve, to volunteer, and contribute to the 

welfare of all children in Washington State.  
• PTA membership is not a fundraiser.  Over 50% of your membership dues 

are sent to the state and national PTA to support the professional staff that 
provides advocacy for our children in Olympia and Washington, DC. 

• Membership costs:   $12.00 for individuals  
                 $20.00 for couples 

 
So Moms, Dads, Grandparents, Uncles, Aunts and anyone else who wants the 
best for your kids, please join the East Ridge today and together, we can make a 
difference!  Download a membership form at www.erpta.org 
Contact your Membership chair- Maureen Wilson with any questions at 
membership@erpta.org. 
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Welcome Back Festival 
Friday, September 11th! 
 
Clear Your Calendar for Friday September 11th from 6:00 - 8:00 pm! 
 
Bring your whole family to the East Ridge Elementary PTA’s Welcome Back 
Festival!   
 
There will be lots of fun activities planned for the kids, including: 
 

Local blues band "Way Too Loose” ~~ Craft Tables ~~ 

A yummy BBQ dinner, picnic style of course! ~~ Inflatables~~ 
The ever popular Cake Walk~~Decorate your own t-shirt~~ 
 

Don’t forget to bring your cake donations to school on Friday 
morning! 
 

This year we have the famous Armadillo BBQ Company coming with 
delicious ribs and hot dogs. Please preorder your picnic of choice using the 
order form distributed in “Kidmail”, or download an order form at 
http://www.erpta.org/PTA_Forms/Welcome_Back_Festival_flyer2009.pdf 
Children under 5 eat FREE! 
 
Food will be served beginning at 6pm.  The band will start playing at 6:30. 
 
We are looking forward to a fun event and a great kickoff to another fun year at 
East Ridge.  Hope to see everyone there!   
 
Questions?  Contact Welcome Back Chair- Denise Nicholson 
at president@erpta.org. 
 
 

After School Arts Program (ASAP) 
Registration is going on now! 
 
Six week Fall Session begins Monday, September 21st

. 

Dates:  9/21, 9/28, 10/5, 10/12, 10/19, 10/26 
 
Look for the ASAP Registration Packet in your child’s Friday “Kidmail.” 
 
Complete one form per child, download an extra copy online at 
http://www.erpta.org/ASAP_master.pdf or pick one up at the front desk in the 
East Ridge office. 
 
Registrations are processed “first come, first served”.   
 
K-3                               4-6 
Crafty Kids!                  Steel Drums 
Art Adventure               Intro to Screen Printing 
Little Cakes                  Wearable Art (Jewelry Making) 
Clay Creations              Contemporary Craft Art 
 
 

Questions?  Contact ASAP Chair-Suzanne Brown at asap@erpta.org. 
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Box Tops for Education 
You Can Make a Difference for Our School! 
 
For 13 years, Box Tops for Education has helped America’s schools raise 
over $250 million to buy the things they need. School budgets are tighter than 
ever, and East Ridge PTA is asking for the support of families and community 
members such as yourself. Helping out is literally just a few clips away! 
 
We’ve recently launched our 2009-2010 Box Tops for Education fundraising 
campaign and will be having our first collection of the year in mid October.  
 
This year we’ve set a goal of earning over $1300 through Box Tops for 
Education. Box Tops are wide spread and can be found on a variety of 
products; anything from napkins to cereal to plastic bags -- the list seems 
endless! Right now, hundreds of your favorite products are carrying 2 Bonus 
Box Tops plus the regular Box Top. That’s 30¢ earnings on every package!  
Please take a moment to look over the various packages you have and clip 
and save those Box Tops coupons. 
 
The Big Clip Sweepstakes 
Box Tops for Education is having "The Big Clip" Sweepstakes from now until 
October 31, 2009.  You can enter each day until 10/31/09 for a chance to help 
East Ridge Elementary earn up to 500,000 Bonus Box Tops which is $50,000 
for our children! Go to www.thebigclip.com to sign up and then enter each day 
until October 31, 2009. Even if you enter only once, you give East Ridge a 
chance to earn money! 
 
Do you want to track East Ridge Elementary Box Tops progress? 
Sign up at www.boxtops4education.com to see how we are doing, how we 
compare against other schools and more way to help earn East Ridge money. 
It is free and easy! 
 
Questions? Can't sign up online? Call or email your Box Tops 
Coordinator Margaret Hughes at 425-788-5470 or magspaws@gmail.com  
I will also be available at the Welcome Back Fair, September 11th 6-8pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

PTA’s The Child Advocate Magazine 
Now online! 
The Washington State PTA is pleased to announce that its premier parent 
involvement magazine, The Child Advocate is now available as an online 
membership benefit available to all 150,000 PTA members statewide. 
 
The online version of The Child Advocate will include the same great articles 
with helpful tips for parents that The Child Advocate has been known for during 
the past 16 years. 
 
To see the latest online issue of The Child Advocate, click on this   
link:     
http://www.wastatepta.org/resources/child_advocate/index.html 
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eScrip 
Make Your Shopping Count For Our Kids! 
 
Are you signed up for eScrip? It's a free and easy way to earn money for East 
Ridge PTA, and every dollar that is raised is one more dollar towards helping 
our children. 
 
Sign up your Safeway Club Card and every time you make a purchase, 
Safeway will donate a percentage of the sales to East Ridge Elementary PTA. 
 
Sign up today by going to www.escrip.com and reference our Group Name: 
East Ridge Elementary PTA and Group ID: 8562022 when you sign up. (Call 
1-800-Safeway if you need to find your Safeway Club Card number) 
 
You can also register your credit/debit cards as well.  Purchases made at other 
stores like Eddie Bauer, Claim Jumper Restaurants, Macy's and others can 
also generate a donation. You can even get $1,000 off a new Volvo and $500 
to your eScrip group. 
 
Once you have signed up, you are finished.  Each time you use your Safeway 
Club Card, you save money and eScrips donates money to East Ridge PTA. 
 
Renew your Safeway Club Card! 
If you have signed up for eScrips in the past, please visit escrips.com to renew 
your Safeway Club Card, once you sign in you will see a renew button, click 
and you are ready to help for another year. 
 
Don’t want to sign up?  You can still help! 
 Safeway and eScrip promotion - 10% Back To School ends 9/16/09, after that 
bring the bottom portion of your Safeway receipt to school (before 10/13/09) 
and East Ridge PTA will enter the promotional code and earn money for our 
school.  No signing up needed - just use your club card the savings will add up 
automatically and anonymously.  
 

 
Questions? Can't sign up online? Call or email your eScrips Coordinator 
Margaret Hughes at 425-788-5470 or magspaws@gmail.com  
I will also be available at the Welcome Back Fair, September 11th 6-8pm. 
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PTA’s Annual Walk-A-Thon Fundraiser! 
Get Ready to Walk on Friday September 25th! 
 
On Friday, September 25

th
, we will have our annual Walk-A-Thon. This Walk-

A-Thon is PTA’s only fundraiser for the school year. Your donations will be 
used for PTA Programs such as Science to Go, Library Grants, the Six Traits 
Writing program and much, much more. We have set a donation goal of 
approximately $30,000 to make all these wonderful programs happen. Your 
donation will make a difference! 
 
The Walk-A-Thon is a fun event in which every East Ridge student can 
participate. And it’s healthy too! Every student will have the chance to win a 
prize. There are prizes for most laps walked per grade level, most donations 
collected and the class that walks the most laps wins a JAMBA JUICE party!  
 
Students collecting donations of $25+ will receive a raffle ticket for other fun 
prizes, including Subway, Target and even a Wii game console!  
 
Keep an eye out for the Walk-A-Thon envelope to go home on Friday, 
September 11

th. 
 Get ready to collect donations and WALK! 

 
If you have any questions about the Walk-A-Thon, or if you would like to help 
us with this great event by volunteering, please call or e-mail the Walk-A-Thon 
chair- Rebecca Gerhardt (425) 844-1177 or fundraising@erpta.org.   
 
Happy walking everyone! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Ridge School Newsletter 
Be sure to read BOTH! 
You are currently reading the East Ridge PTA Newsletter.  The school sends 
out its own newsletter via email once a month, and will also post it on their 
website, www.nsd.org/eastridge. Just as the PTA does with this newsletter, a 
direct link to the school newsletter will be emailed to all East Ridge families 
who have provided the school with an email address.  
 
If you haven’t already, please sign up to receive the newsletter email by 
sending a blank message to ERParents-join@lists.nsd.org. 
 
A limited number of printed copies will be available in the East Ridge office for 
those parents who cannot access the newsletter online. This is our primary 
vehicle for communicating to parents, and we encourage you to please read it. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the East Ridge SCHOOL newsletter, 
please contact Rae Anne Jordan or Barb Warner at (425) 408-4400 or 
erparents-owner@lists.nsd.org.  
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Reflections  
2009 – Beauty is…  
Each year, students are encouraged to create art based around a theme. This 
year’s theme is “Beauty is…” 
 
Students can interpret the theme through: 
 
Literature --  
Works of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, prose, drama, short stories and lyrics.  
 
Music Composition --  
Original musical composition, with or without words.  
 
Photography --  
Prints up to 11 x 14 inches in color or black and white, 
including techniques: photogram, retouched, montage, 
sandwich and multiple exposures.  
 
Visual Arts --  
Drawing, painting in tempera, oil, acrylic, watercolor & t-shirt paints, computer 
generated art, two-dimensional collage, printmaking, needlework & leather 
tooling. 

 
Film/Video --  
Original works, with or without sound, of animation, 
narrative, documentary, experimental or music 
video/film. 
 
Choreography/Dance --  
Originally choreographed dance composition 
(recorded on VHS tape or DVD). 
 

The deadline for entry will be in early November, so start thinking about it 
now.  More information will follow soon! 
 
PTA will have a gallery night as a special evening in December, where all art 
will be displayed in the library, and students will receive a certificate of 
participation and bookmark. We will serve cake and punch and have a 
wonderful time.  
 
Last year’s gallery night was a great success and we were so proud of all of 
the students who were a part of the program.  

 
Outstanding entries will be awarded a ribbon. 
The top entries in each category will continue 
on to a District level competition and possibly 
on to State and National levels! 
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Friends of the Library 
Want to help out in the library? 
 
 Ms. Chwirka still needs parents to sign up to volunteer in the library.  This is a 
45 minute commitment once a week to help with checking in/out books 
and shelving books.  It can be a great way to help with your child's class and 
meet the other students.   
 
Here are the times we still need volunteers: 
 
3rd grade classes - Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 9:40 - 10:25 
Kindergarten & 1st grade classes - Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 
10:35 - 11:20 
Mrs. Hadjinian's 4th grade class - Thursdays 11:20 - 12:05 
 
If you would like to volunteer for one of these days, please contact Ms. Chwirka 
at (425) 408-4412 or kchwirka@nsd.org 
 
Questions?  Please call or email Sandy Skeel at 
sandyskeel@hotmail.com or (425) 844-1986. 
 
 
 
 

School Directory 
Coming Soon! 
 
Each family at East Ridge will be provided with a free school directory, courtesy 
of the PTA.  But before we can print them out, we need your help! 
 
We need you to tell us how you would like your family’s information (names, 
addresses and phone numbers) to appear in the East Ridge Directory.  Please 
look for the one-page East Ridge Directory form included in your first-day 
packet. 
 
Each family should fill this form out and return it to school in the first few 
weeks. 
 
IMPORTANT:  If you have an unlisted number and do not fill this form out, your 
number CANNOT be included in the directory (it will be designated as “U” for 
unlisted).  If you fill this form out with your phone number it will be included in 
the directory. 
 
As a reminder, this directory will be provided only to families who currently 
have one or more children enrolled at East Ridge Elementary and is not to be 
used for any commercial purposes. 
 
Questions?  Contact Directory Chair- Nancy Nygren at directory@erpta.org 
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PTA Calendar 
 
 

September 2009 
 

Monday September 7 No School 
 
Tuesday September 8 PTA Board Meeting - 9:00am 
 
Wednesday September 9 Welcome Back BBQ Volunteer Meeting - 9:00am 
 
Friday September 11 Family Welcome Back BBQ -– 6:00 - 8pm 
 
Mondays  September 21-28 ASAP Classes - 3:15 - 4:45pm 
 
Friday September 25 Walk-A-Thon 

 
 
 
 
 
 

October 2009 
 

Mondays October 5-26 ASAP Classes 3:15-4:45pm 
 
Tuesday October 6            PTA Board Meeting - 9:00am  
 
Friday October 9 No School 
 
Monday October 12 PTA Newsletter Published 
   www.erpta.org/newsletter.html 
 
Tuesday October 27         ASAP Arts Open House - 7pm in Gym 

 


